
 MEMORANDUM         
 

    
 
 

TO: SLDMWA Board of Directors, Alternates 

FROM: Andrew Garcia, Senior Civil Engineer 

DATE: January 7, 2019  

RE: Resolution Adopting the 2019 Westside-San Joaquin Integrated Regional Water 
Management Plan  

   

BACKGROUND  
 

The California Legislature passed the Regional Water Management Planning Act (Wat. Code, § 
10530 et seq.) in 2002.  Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) is an effort to identify 
and implement water management solutions on a regional scale.  Self-identified regions 
implement water management solutions for their regions, with regional water managers, who 
are organized into regional water management groups (RWMGs) taking the lead.  RWMGs 
develop and adopt IRWM plans for their regions.   
 
The Westside-San Joaquin IRWM region spans the service areas for twenty-four of the Water 
Authority’s twenty-eight member agencies.  The Water Authority is the RWMG for the Westside-
San Joaquin IRWM region, and serves as the final decision-making body for the region.  Its 
decisions are informed by Water Authority steering committees, the general public and 
stakeholders, and ad-hoc working groups. 
 
The Water Authority contracted with Woodard & Curran to complete the 2019 Westside-San 
Joaquin IRWMP update and coordinate disadvantaged community involvement. The Westside-
San Joaquin IRWM Plan Update was released for public review on October 29, 2018. Public 
comments were requested by December 14, 2018. After the public comments were 
incorporated, the Final IRWM Plan was submitted to the California Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) for review and approval on January 4th, 2019. The Water Authority is permitted 
to adopt the plan once it has been submitted to DWR. Having an adopted IRWM Plan is required 
in order to submit a grant application(s) for 2018 Prop 1 IRWM Implementation funding. 
 

ISSUE FOR DECISION 
 
Whether the Water Authority Board of Directors should adopt the resolution adopting the 2019 
Westside-San Joaquin Integrated Regional Water Management Plan. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff, informed by the ad-hoc Working Group convened for the 2019 WSJ IRWMP Update, 
recommends the Board of Directors formally adopt the resolution adopting the 2019 Westside-
San Joaquin Integrated Regional Water Management Plan.  

 
ANALYSIS / IMPLICATIONS 
 
The 2019 WSJ IRWMP is a voluntary and comprehensive non-regulatory planning document 
prepared on a region-wide scale that identifies broadly-supported priority water resources 
projects and programs with multiple benefits. The WSJ IRWMP also identifies broadly supported 
guiding principles, vision, goals, objectives, and projects that enhance the beneficial uses of water 
for the Westside-San Joaquin region. 
 
This collaborative planning effort continues to formulate water management strategies for the 
region and allows for coordination with other IRWMPs, to address local, state, and federal plans’ 
priorities, achieve multiple benefits, further streamlines individual efforts, and increase 
efficiencies. The WSJ IRWMP has increased and will continue to increase the number of 
collaborative partnerships and the organizational capacity of member organizations, and has 
provided a forum for stakeholder input and support for projects that address common goals. 
 
This regional planning effort has improved and will continue to improve regional competitiveness 
for grant funding for projects and efforts to implement the WSJ IRWMP. The WSJ IRWMP 
describes how what projects were submitted for inclusion in the plan, how they were prioritized, 
and provides supplemental information about each project. It does not however propose those 
projects for funding. In order to apply for various grant funding opportunities, each individual 
grant package and grant application will be considered and projects prioritized that are applicable 
and competitive. 

 
BUDGET 

 

The 2019 WSJ IRWMP will be complete within the current fiscal year (FY 19), and within the 
budgeted amount of $150,000.  

 

 

EXHIBITS 
 

1. San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority Resolution No. 2019-XX Adopting the 2019 
Westside-San Joaquin Integrated Regional Water Management Plan, Determining that 
CEQA Does Not Apply to Plan Adoption, and Authorizing Related Actions 



SAN LUIS & DELTA-MENDOTA WATER AUTHORITY 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-XX 

 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING  

SAN LUIS & DELTA-MENDOTA WATER AUTHORITY 

2019 WESTSIDE-SAN JOAQUIN INTEGRATED REGIONAL WATER  

MANAGEMENT PLAN, DETERMINING THAT THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL 

QUALITY ACT DOES NOT APPLY TO PLAN ADOPTION, AND  

AUTHORIZING RELATED ACTIONS 

 

  WHEREAS, an Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (“IRWMP”) is a 

voluntary and comprehensive non-regulatory planning document prepared on a region-wide scale 

that identifies broadly-supported priority water resources projects and programs with multiple 

benefits. 

 

WHEREAS, the adoption of an IRWMP is a prerequisite for any state funding of 

the water resources projects included in the IRWMP. 

 

WHEREAS, by Resolution 2014-382, adopted September 8, 2014, the Board of 

Directors of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority (the “Board” and the “Water 

Authority,” respectively) previously adopted the 2014 Westside Integrated Water Resources Plan 

(the “2014 WIWRP”), pursuant to which the Water Authority has taken on the role of regional 

water management group for the geographic area within the Westside-San Joaquin IRWM region 

that is served by the Water Authority. 

 

  WHEREAS, in order to ensure that the plan meets 2016 integrated water 

management guidelines adopted by the California Department of Water Resources, addresses 

current day conditions, and provides a living planning document that can help guide water 

resources planning in the region, staff of the Water Authority has prepared and posted a proposed 

plan on the Water Authority website a draft update, designated as the San Luis & Delta-Mendota 

Water Authority 2019 Westside-San Joaquin Integrated Water Resources Management Plan 

(“2019 WSJ IRWMP”), presented to the Board and filed within the Secretary hereof.  

 

  WHEREAS, pursuant to Water Code Section 10543(c) and Government Code 

Section 6066, the Water Authority published Notices of Intent to adopt the 2019 WSJ IRWMP in 

the Los Banos Enterprise on January 3, 2019, and January 9, 2019 and has now met the procedural 

requirements for adopting the 2019 WSJ IWRMP. 

   
WHEREAS, the 2019 WSJ IRWMP currently references the soon to be completed 

Stanislaus County Storm Water Resources Plan (“SWRP”) being authored by Stanislaus County. 

 

WHEREAS, the 2019 WSJ IRWMP will ultimately incorporate the SWRP by 

reference and through a future erratum, append the SWRP Executive Summary to the 2019 WSJ 

IRWMP, without requiring readoption by the Water Authority or its member agencies.  



WHEREAS, the 2019 WSJ IRWMP does not authorize any discrete or specific 

project by the Water Authority or any other party but represents administrative action with no 

potential to affect the environment, such that no review under the California Environmental 

Quality Act is required; further, any projects implemented under the 2019 WSJ IRWMP shall be 

subject to review pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act by the implementing 

agency and to the obtaining of all required permits before they are implemented. 

 

  WHEREAS, adoption of the plan is with respect to the public affairs of the Water 

Authority and in the interest thereof.  

 

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

  Section 1. The facts stated in the recitals above are true and correct, and the 

Board so finds and determines. 

 

  Section 2.  The Board hereby approves and adopts the form of the 2019 

Westside-San Joaquin Integrated Regional Water Management Plan as the plan of the Water 

Authority, subject to such changes as the Executive Director approves in issuing the final 2019 

WSJ IRWMP.  

 

  Section 3.  The Executive Director, Assistant Executive Director, Water Policy 

Director, Senior Civil Engineer, and such other employees or consultants of the Authority as they 

may designate are hereby authorized and directed to take such actions as may be reasonable or 

necessary to implement the 2019 WSJ IRWMP and the intent of this Resolution.  

 

  PASSED and ADOPTED this 10th day of January, 2019.  
       
 
    _______________________________ 

Cannon Michael, Chairman 

 
Attest: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Federico Barajas, Secretary 

 
***** 

 
 I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly and regularly adopted by the Board 

of Directors of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority at a regular meeting thereof held 

on the 10th day of January, 2019. 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Federico Barajas, Secretary 


