
 
 

MEMORANDUM  

TO: SLDMWA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

FROM: TOM BOARDMAN, WATER RESOURCES ENGINEER 

SUBJECT JANUARY PROJECT OPERATIONS UPDATE 

DATE: JANUARY 7, 2019 

 

Project Operations 

 Jones pumped at capacity during much of December thanks to ample delta inflow and 
because of a 20 TAF COA payback by the SWP.  Pumping dropped to 4 units on 
January 1 when an Old & Middle River reverse flow limitation (OMR) of -5000 cfs went 
into effect per the salmon BiOp.  Absent significant flow increases from the San Joaquin 
basin, the OMR constraint will limit exports during the spring period.  However, under 
the conditions of the revised COA, the CVP will be entitled to pump 60-65% of the 
allowable export when exports are constrained by limitations such as OMR.  Prior to the 
COA revision, the Projects evenly split the allowable pumping under an informal 
agreement. 

 Banks pumping averaged 3,700 cfs last month and has since dropped to about 2,200 cfs 
due to OMR limits. Pumping may increase soon if the recent storms are enough to 
increase San Joaquin river flows. 

 Reclamation is reporting that the SWP COA debt to the CVP is about 70 TAF. 
However, operators informally estimate the COA account may be close to balanced after 
adjustments are made related to a recent Suisun Marsh gate experiment and some fall 
transfers.   

 Shasta storage is 2.29 MAF; an increase of 100 TAF over the past 30 days.  Current 
releases are 4,000 cfs to conserve storage and augment the cold water pool for salmon 
protection this summer.  Reclamation estimates that Shasta will refill next spring to 3.1 
MAF and 4.3MAF under 90% and 50% exceedance conditions, respectively. 

 Folsom storage is trending near Reclamation’s latest 90% exceedance forecast with 
current storage at 310 TAF.   Storage is expected to move closer to the 50% exceedance 
projections with the help of the recent and expected storms this week.  Releases are at 
1,750 cfs per the objective contained in the American River Flow Standard. 

 CVP demands were about 40 TAF during December which is about 70% above the 15-
year average. 
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2019 San Luis Operations and Allocation Projection 

 

CVP San Luis refilled by 200 TAF during December which is about 15% more than the 15-
year average.  With a continuation of the current storm track, CVP San Luis is projected to 
nearly fill by late March as shown on the attached San Luis Projection chart under 50% 
exceedance conditions.  However, under sustained dry conditions, CVP San Luis will fall 
short of filling by 225 TAF peaking at 740 TAF by the end of January.  The attached Project 
storage estimates could be lower if turbidity levels or fish salvage trigger more restrictive 
OMR limits. 

With average hydrology, the CVP may be able to pump an additional 70-80 TAF during the 
spring months under the provisions of the revised COA that entitles the CVP to a 60-65% 
share of the allowable exports during periods of constrained exports for fish protection.   
The additional CVP export with the revised COA helps move the allocation higher within a 
possible range of 15-45% under dry to average conditions.  The ag allocation could increase 
to 65-70% if the San Joaquin basin hydrology is above average by late spring. 
 

Rescheduling Opportunities  

Reclamation has tentatively agreed to allow rescheduling up to 10% of the Districts’ contract 
entitlement amount.  But, final Rescheduling Guidelines have yet to be released. 



T. Boardman, WWD
1/7/2019
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